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country, tad he not the right to sacrifice himself in order not to live under conditions
of slavery? (applause). Moreover, so long as the Lawrence and Outram statues
showed the sword by which they won India, young men would be provoked to draw
the sword (cheers).
Mahatma GANDHI replying to the debate did not agree about the interpretation
put on young men's mind. He came into touch with them by thousands either person-
ally or by correspondence, but evenjif young men- were of a different view, he must
fight for the creed he believed in. "Indian National Congress cannot say one thing
and act another*, he observed.
Voting then proceeded and the task of judging which side had won by a show of
hands was impossible owing to the almost balanced strength of both sides. Tellers
were then appointed to undertake the counting.
4. Complete Independence
Introducing next the Independence resolution as adopted by the Subjects Commi-
ttee, Mahatma Gandhi characterised it as the root of the future Congress work. The
resolution declared complete Independence as the meaning of Swaraj for the purposes
of the Congress creed and resolved on the complete boycott of the legislatures as a
preliminary step towards organising a campaign for Independence.
In a short Hindi speech, Mahatma Gandhi explained the various parts of the re-
solution emphasising the Independence and boycott clauses. He reserved arguments
till the reply to the debate. The following is the text of the resolution :—
"The Congress endorses the action of the Working Committee in connection
with the manifesto signed by party leaders, including Congressmen,
on the Viceregal pronouncement of the 3ist October relating to
Dominion Status and appreciates the efforts of the Viceroy towards the settlement
of the national movement for Swaraj. The Congress, however, having considered
all that has since happened, and the result of the meeting between Mahatma Gandhi,
Pandit Motilal Nehru and other leaders and the Viceroy, is of opinion that nothing
is to be gained in the existing circumstances by the Congress being represented
at the proposed Round Table Conference. This Congress therefore in pursuance
of the resolution passed at its session at Calcutta last year declares that the word
"Swaraj" in Article I of the Congress Constitution shall mean Complete Independence
and further declares the entire scheme of the Nehru Committee's report to have
lapsed and hopes that all Congressmen will henceforth devote their exclusive
attention to the attainment of Complete Independence for ludia. As a preliminary
step towards organising a campaign for Independence and in order to make the
Congress policy as consistent as possible with the change of creed, this
Congress resolves upon complete boycott of the Central and Provincial Legis-
latures and committees constituted by the Government and calls upon the
Congressmen and others taking part in the national movement to abstain
from participating, directly or indirectly, in future elections, and directs the
present Congress members of the Legislatures and Committees to resign their
seats. This Congress appeals to the nation zealouslv to prosecute the constructive
programme of the Congress and authorises the All-India Congress Committee,
wherever it deems fit, to launch upon a programme of Civil Disobedience, including
non-payment of taxes, whether in selected areas or otherwise and under such
safeguards as it may consider necessary."
pandit motilai/s appeal
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^Pandit Motilal NEHRU emphasised the importance of the resolution as one by
which the present session of the Congress would be known. So far as his experience
and observation told him he felt that if they changed even a word of the resolution as
liassed by the Subjects Committee, they would be failing in their duty to the Congress,
i they wished to maintain the dignity of the Congress and stand by their undertaking,
adopt the resolution in the given form. He divided the resolution into
s, oue dealing with the past happenings, the other with their duty at present
'With their programme in future.
the terms of the   Calcutta  resolution, Pandit  Motilal described the
*creafflttaaoe& eiader wfch, he said, the talk of the Congress participation in the

